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WRA Annual General Meeting
8th February, 2023 @ 7pm, at Worlebury Golf Club

Content Action

1 WELCOME
Martin Williams acting as Chair, welcomed everyone and proceeded with the Agenda.

2 PRESENT 
Committee (CMTE): Sean Williamson (SW); John Chapman (JC); Sue Chinnick (SC); Chris 
Nelson (CN); Martin Williams (MW), Steve Sands (SS).
Supporters: 37 signed in.

3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Lesley Pattenden, Keith & Lesley Taylor, Cllr. Roz Willis, Roy & Shirley Dedman, Dezy Lane, and 
Steve Harris.

4 CONFIRMATION OF 2022 MINUTES
Following a vote, it was agreed to adopt these Minutes.

Matters Arising

Speeding on Milton Hill / Community Speedwatch Scheme
Erica Boogaard liaised with the Police last year to determine what was involved; however, there 
were insufficient numbers to fulfil the criteria for this scheme and it was dropped.  MW asked 
those present if speeding was still and issue, which it was and Cllr. Lisa Pilgrim (CLP) had 
anticipated our discussion and brought along the latest plans the Council had to put in place 
“calming measures” which she would leave at the back of the room and would also arrange to 
have them emailed to all supporters for their opinions.

Monks Hill – new “Signage”.
CLP also mentioned the proposed new signage to warn large vehicles of the “S” bend on monks 
Hill as there had been several vehicles stuck there causing traffic problems.  CLP would like our 
opinion, especially where the signs should be sited: forms at the back again and to be emailed to 
supporters later.

Dog Fouling
Although WRA had already circulated information to supporters & put up signs (all from CLP), this 
subject was still an issue for residents.  After lots of discussion it was suggested that education 
was key and that should start with young children.  CLP mentioned there was an organisation who
worked with schools about the hazards of dog fouling and she will speak to Michelle Bamford, 
Head Teacher at our local Worlebury Cof E VA school.

Our No.6 Bus Service
All agreed this service was an improvement on previous ones, and CLP emphasised that the 
agreement with the council was for it to be reviewed after 18months (ie October 2023) and 
consequently, encouraged everyone to use it.  Roy Godwin had attended a talk at the Civic 
Society about bus services in Weston and reported that one suggestion was for an “on demand” 
service using a mini bus.  MW proposed the committee explore all of this and advise supporters in
due course.

CLP

CLP

CLP

CMTE

5 OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
Treasurer’s Report – JC thanked Steve Harris for auditing our accounts (the summary had been 
sent to supporters via email).  He pointed out the decreasing amount left each year for running 
costs (after the Defibrillator and Glade ring-fenced amounts had been deducted), eg… 2020 - 
£1046; 2021 - £893, and 2022 - £601.  This was partly due to rising costs: £30 for events held in 
the Golf Club dining room; Bank charges now £60 pa + 40p for every cheque paid in.  Since 2019 
we’d had donations from Jane & Steve Sands’ Open Garden events of £599 – which helped to 
keep us solvent.  Consequently, we needed to have more paying events; consider increasing the 
recommended annual donation, and encourage donations to be paid directly into our Bank 
Account. 

Copies of the full set of accounts were available for people to see our precise income and 
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expenditure items.

There were no questions concerning the audited accounts, which were then accepted.

Supporters’ Secretary’s Report – SS mentioned that we now have 153 supporters on email.; 
however, there were around 550 houses on our hill, which meant we could be encouraging more 
to join.  In 2022 there were 10 new supporters.

6 NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION OF 2023’s COMMITTEE   
Nominations were: 
Chair: Martin Williams – proposed by Sean Williamson, seconded by Patricia Nelson
Treasurer: John Chapman – proposed by Roy Godwin, seconded by Kareen Williams
Supporters’ Secretary: Steve Sands – proposed by Kareen Williams, seconded by John Williams
Committee members: Lesley Pattenden (LP) & Chris Nelson (CN) both proposed by Sean 

Williamson , seconded by Jane Sands

MW reminded everyone that both Sean Williamson and Sue Chinnick were not standing again and
thanked them both for their outstanding contribution over the last 10yrs (Sean) and 7yrs (Sue) and
presented the Secretary with a beautiful bouquet of flowers from everyone present.

MW then introduced James Davis, who had volunteered to take on the role of Secretary, and 
mentioned his credentials and experience of this type of role (James was responsible for securing 
the £1000 from the Worle Village Club towards our Glade refurbishment).  MW also introduced 
Clive and Karen Black-Borow who had volunteered to become committee members.  
All three newcomers were proposed by Kareen Williams and seconded by Vivien Adlam.

There was still a vacancy to join the committee (9 allowed in total); however, no more names were
submitted.
A vote was taken covering all the above and passed by a majority.

7 DONATIONS
It was pointed out that donations had remained the same since the inception of the WRA almost 
20 years ago, and following the Treasurer’s Report, there was discussion concerning whether to 
raise the recommended amount of £5 to £10.  Jane Sands and Vivien Adlam were concerned that 
we were choosing to do this at a time of increased cost of living for everyone and suggested it was
done in stages.  After discussion it was decided to raise the donation to £10 per household and to 
ensure it was couched in terms of it being a “recommended donation” and ensuring people 
understood they could donate what was comfortable for them.  (Currently, this was already in 
action as supporters paid various amount each time).

A vote was taken and carried by a majority (2 against) to raise the recommended donation to £10 
pa per household.

MW mentioned that he & James wanted to circulate all households on our hill to let them know 
about WRA and ask for their thoughts on how they would like the Association to be in the future.  
This could also bring in more donations to help funds.

MW

8 ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

Subjects submitted by Supporters – None 

Subjects submitted by the Committee

WRA Constitution – SC explained that following agreements at the AGM’s of 2016 (changing the 
word ‘subscription’ to ‘donation’) and 2020 (changing ‘membership’ to ‘supporters’) the committee 
had been working on updating the WRA Constitution to reflect these, and realised without 
‘members’ we needed to establish who had the right to vote at AGMs.  A draft copy of all the 
amendments, including a new clause (5e) had been emailed before this AGM.

A vote was taken to adopt the new wording and was carried by a majority.

Noise from Kewstoke – SW mentioned this nuisance to everyone living in Cliff Road and asked if 
others were also disturbed by it.  Cllr. Lisa Pilgrim knew of it and, together with Cllr. Roz Willis 
(CRW), were seeing what, if anything, could be done.

CLP/ 
CRW

9. FUTURE EVENTS
Planned: 
 Treasure Hunt (CN) – starting and finishing @ 1 The Crescent, with refreshments to buy
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 Carving our New Owl (CN) – an audience is encouraged: we’ll ensure safety
 The King’s Coronation – working with Worlebury St Paul’s CofE VA primary school
 Coffee Mornings – booked with the Golf Club, on last Wednesday monthly, Jan-Nov.

New Ideas from supporters present  -  

10 VOLUNTEERS
 V.E.T.S  . – more volunteers were always welcome and would receive training on using our 

Defibrillator and CPR.  Forms available at the back of the room to give your name/email etc.

 Helping with Events   – Again, forms available at the back to put your name down to help. 

11 CLOSE OF BUSINESS

The meeting was followed by a talk by Cllr. John Crockford-Hawley.

Date Minutes Agreed :  6th February 2024       Signed by:  ….............................................
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